
 

 

TOWN OF VESTAL PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

DATE:  November 10, 2020 
 

PRESENT:  Madeleine Cotts; Chairwoman, Michon Stuart; Member, Tom Gorman; Member, Tim Mulvey; 

Member, George Bezama; Alternate Member, Joyce Majewski; Alternate Member 

 

Not Present:  Bob Warner; Member 

 

Also Present: Vernon Myers; Town Engineer, Dave Berger; Town Attorney, Carolyn Almy; Planning Board 

Secretary, Carle Truman; Fire Marshal and 2 members of the public 

 

Madeleine Cotts called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., and appointed George Bezama as a voting 

member. 

 

Madeleine asked for a motion to approve the amended minutes of the October 6, 2020 meeting.  Tom 

Gorman made a motion, Michon Stuart seconded, with all members voting in favor. 

 

 FRANKLIN LAND ASSOCIATES, LLC 
104 Alexandria Avenue & 2304 Owego Road 
BCTMP #172.14-1-3 & 172.71-2-4 
Dollar General - Returning 
Represented By: Bob Gage, DBT Realty 

 
Bob Gage presented that the site plan has been amended to meet Planning Board, Broome County and 
New York State Department of Transportation (DOT) requirements.  A 6 foot tall, wooden privacy fence 
has been added along the west side of the property line, as well as at the southeast, notched side.  The 
revised site plan shows landscaping along the fencing and dumpster enclosure.  Sidewalks, as required 
by the DOT, were also added.   
 
Madeleine read the SEQR statement: 
 
The Planning Board of the Town of Vestal (hereinafter the “Board”), Hereby finds and determines that: 
(a) It has considered the action, reviewed the environmental assessment form, reviewed the criteria set forth in 6 NYSCRR 
section, 617.7(c). Thoroughly analyzed the relevant area of potential environment concern and has duly considered all of the 
potential environmental impacts and their magnitude in connection with proposed project. 
(b) The project will not result in any large and important environmental impacts, and therefore, is one which will not have 

significant impact on the environment, and therefore, a negative declaration will be prepared; and (c) the reasons supporting 

this determination are set forth on the attached form. 

The SEQR was amended and initialed by Bob Gage reflecting the answer regarding the Town’s 
comprehensive plan from “yes” to “no”. 
 
A motion was made by Michon Stuart to accept the SEQR with changes, seconded by Tim Mulvey, with 
all members voting in favor. 
 



 

 

A motion was made by George Bezama to accept the site plan, seconded by Tom Gorman, with all 
members voting in favor. 

 
 VISIONS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 

                                            2531 Vestal Parkway East 
                                            BCTMP #158.14-1-3 
                                            Proposed New Building 
                                            Represented By:   Eduard Lavrinovich, Griffiths Engineering 
 
As this project is in the initial stages of planning, no decision will be made.   
 
Eduard presented that Visions is proposing to demo the existing building on the lot that the ATM plaza is 
presently on, and construct a new branch building.  The lot will be newly paved after completion of 
construction.  At the north end of the property, there will be a smaller driveway opening for ATM 
access, and a new 2- way drive opening on the back road.  The sanitary connection will be at the back of 
the building, along with two ADA accessible parking spaces.  Visions presently has 25 parking spaces, 
where Code requires only 15.  Two of these spaces will be removed for a required dumpster enclosure, 
with rolling bins instead of a dumpster.   
 
The DOT comments were addressed with regard to a pedestrian sidewalk connection to Route 434.  
Madeleine and Michon voiced their support for the DOT requirements. 
 
A proposed generator on the Town’s easement was discussed, in regard to whether it would cause a 
setback issue that may have to be addressed by Code, with a possible Zoning Board of Appeals variance. 
 
Eduard stated that the 24-1/2 foot wide entrance space would allow access for emergency vehicles.  
Vern said that the building will not be required to be sprinklered. 
 
Eduard moved on to speak about erosion control and grading.  The designers feel that with the existing 
driveway conditions and sheet flows, they can avoid catch basins and tying into the storm systems.  They 
are proposing a concrete swale and light stone fill, which will drain into a culvert that runs under the 
Vestal Parkway.  Vern stated that he wasn’t comfortable with the east side draining onto neighboring 
property.  He advised Eduard that an agreement with the plaza owners and Visions to do such would 
have to be looked into to avoid issues in the future after construction is completed.   
 
Landscaping and auto traffic visibility were discussed, as well as bollards being placed in front of 
handicap parking areas.  Vern also requested that at the next meeting, a lighting and a photometric plan 
be submitted.                                           
 

 TOWN OF VESTAL EMS 
                                            In the Vicinity of 320 Vestal Parkway East 
                                            New EMS Building  
                                            Presented By:  Vernon Myers, Town of Vestal Engineer 
 
Vern stated that there were no changes to the site plans since his initial presentation last month.  The 
plans are 100 percent finished.  All comments from the DOT, Broome County, BMTS, and the 
Department of Health have been received.   
 



 

 

Vern addressed sidewalk, stormwater, right-of-way fencing, the pedestrian signal and signage 
requirements.  The impacts to the library, museum and farmers market were addressed.  He also 
answered questions from members of the public regarding the traffic flow in the proposed lot, and a 
request to address the Library Board at a future meeting. 
 
The SEQR was completed by the Governor’s office. 
 
Tom Gorman made a motion to accept the site plan, contingent upon receiving stamped plans, 
seconded by Tim Mulvey, with all members voting in favor. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


